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чањ. Phonetic Order. 


opus Syllabary is designed to be a companion to the SYLLABARY OF THE SHANGHAI 

VERNACULAR, prepared by three Chinese scholars under the superintendence 
of the undersigned, and arranged in the order of the Chinese Radicals. Since the 
publication of that work—some six years ago have been accumulating material 
for the present volume, and have been at considerable pains and expense to secure 
accuracy and some degree of completeness. I have been assisted in this work by 
three Chinese teachers of well known ability, Messrs. @ F fE, Ж £ and & 
M, as well as by my faithful and efficient teacher, Mr. 3 JH ff. I have also been 
greatly indebted to Mr. Spencer Jones, who has gone over the work, comparing it 
carefully with the Syllabary arranged in the order of the Radicals, and who has 
pointed out not a few mistakes and omissions. Realizing that the result of my 
labor is still far from perfection, and yet being unwilling to leave for America 
without giving others the benefit of what has been done, I have decided to print a 
few copies and offer it to any who may find it of sufficient value to share in the 
expense of preparation and publication. As the number of those desiring to use it 
will probably not be more than half a hundred, I am publishing only a small 
edition, to be sold by subscription only. It is not to be placed on sale, and the 
subscription list closes with my departure in the latter part of June. Although 
there will be only some thirty pages, the book will contain several hundred more 
characters than the old Syllabary. It will be printed on strong paper, and the 
price will be two dollars. If the reception of this little book is such as to en- 
courage further work along this line, it is my plan to prepare, some time in the 
future, a new edition, enlarged, and with meanings attached, with refereuces to 
Giles’ Dictionary in addition to that of Williams. 


The Romanization used is that adopted by the Christian Vernacular Society 
of Shanghai and described in the former Syllabary and in Yates’ First Lessons. 


J. A. SILSBY. 


South Gate, Shanghai, June 23rd, 1897, 


PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 


—— 9 9 


The first edition of the present Syllabary was issued over two years 
ago, Only a small edition was printed, and it had a very small 
sale, but it has been very useful both as an index to Williams! Dic. 
tionary and as a help to those who desire to guard against the slovenly 
and inaccurate pronunciation of careless or incompetent teacbers. 
The first edition was stereotyped, and this enables the publisher to 
prepare a new edition to meet the demand of the few students of the 
Shanghai dialect who desire to make use of the book. As there is 
not a demand sufficient to publish a large edition this is to be sold by 
subscription, and the plates are to be then sold for type metal, The 
Syllabary will not be re-printed in its present form, and the small 
edition published does not contemplate placing it permanently on sale. 

ADDENDA,—To this edition there is added a description of the 
Pronunciation of Shanghai Syllables as represented by the Union 
System of Romanization,” adopted by the Vernacular Society of Shang- 
hai and used in this Syllabary ; tho Table of Radicals,” with Shanghai 
pronunciation, definition, and collocuial designation; and ше 
“ Radical Ode," which has been found useful in assisting the memory 
to retain the order and meaning of the radicals, The ADDENDA is 
offered free of charge to those who purchased copies of the first edition 
of this Syllabary. 


J. A. SILSBY. 
January, 1900, 


PRONUNCIATION OF SHANGHAI SYLLABLES 
AS REPRESENTED BY THE UNION 
SYSTEM OF ROMANIZATION. 


M | 

THE true pronunciation of Chinese sounds can only be learned 
from a Chinese teacher, A large majority of the sounds have no true 
equivalent in English; hence the student should bear in mind that 
any Romanization used does not represent English sounds, but Chinese 
sounds, This fact can not be too strongly emphasized. The com- 
mittee which formulated the present Union System of Romanization 
did not have in mind the representation of Chinese sounds by their 
nearest English equivalents so much as it had in view the production 
of a complete, simple and systematic table whereby all the Chinese 
sounds should be represented by Roman letters or combinations 
thereof—and this without the use of diacritical marks, It should be 
borne in mind by the student that this system does not divide a word 
into all its phonetic elements; but rather does it follow a plan well- 
known to Chinese scholars; viz., that of dividing each syllable 
represented by a Chinese character into two elements—one initial 


and one final, * 
THE INITIALS, 


The Initials are divided into a “Higher,” a Middle” or “ As- 
pirated," and a ** Lower" Series, | 

1. The HIGHER SERIES comprises sounds represented by p, m, 
U, t, ts, в, I, 'n, "ny, ng, k, ky, kw, pure vowel sounds, š and ^w, 

2, The MIDDLE or ASPIRATED SERIES comprises sounds represented 
by р’, f, t, te, Е, ch, kw, h, hy and hw, 

3. The Lower SERIES comprises sounds represented by b, m, v, d, 
dz, z, l, n, ny, ng, 9, j, gw, ° (or low vowel sounds, slightly aspirated), 
y and w, 

N, B. Let it be remembered that the difference between the 
Higher and Lower Series of initial sounds is not so much a difference 
in consonantal quality as а difference in pitch; but there is a real 
consonantal difference, 

The following description of sounds may be found helpful, but 
the true sound in most cases must be learned from a Chinese teacher, 
After each description there is given a Chinese character representing, 
or containing, the sound described, 

p—pronounced much the same as in English, but a little harder 
and without any aspiration, H 


VI 


p'—aspirated ; somewhat as an American or Irishman would pro- 


nounce p in pin, but a still more decided aspiration. jf 


x 
: f—as in English. 3X 


b—not quite so hard as in English. É 

*m—higher and more explosive than m. Фф 

mas in English. Hk 

'v—a sound slightly harder and less aspirated than the English 
2 


v—Nearly as in English, but often approaching w, with which it 


is often confused. 


t—harder and with less aspiration than in English. T 

t'—with more aspiration, à 

d—softer than in English, f$ 

ts—harder and less aspirated than in English, ff 

ts'—with more aspiration, 4 

dz—softer than in English. The majority of Shanghai natives 


fail to distinguish between this sound and that represented by z. $$ 


sound following then Ж 


8—as in English. fl 

z—softer and more sibiliant than in English. M 

higher and more explosive than } $$ 

las in English. 

’*n—higher and more explosive than n, Jy 

n—as in English. D 

*ny—higher and quicker than ny. ff 

ny—much the same as n in new, but with a more decided y 
"ng—higher and quicker than ng. Ef as in — N 

ng—harder than ng in song, M 

&—harder and with less aspiration than in English, fy 

K—with more aspiration, 18 

y—as in go, but softer. $h 

ky—a peculiar sound which can not be represented by any English 


combination. Perhaps tky might better represent it. 


_ch—softer and with more aspiration than ch in church, A 
a little harder than j in jug. N 
kw—as qu іп quart, 39 
kw'—the same sound aspirated and softer, N 
gw-— softer than gu in Guelph. £$ 
Vowel initials are pronounced higher and purer than in English. 
h—as in hat. Confused with f sounds by many natives, ifj 


н т, ka 


vii 

‘—before an initial vowel indicates that the word belongs to the 
lower series and that the vowel is slightly aspirated, This aspiration 
is little more than a huskiness in the throat attendant upon the lower 
pitch of the voice. It should not be confused with A, Че 

i—lighter than the y sound,—as in view. Only as an initial is the 
y sound given to i. In other positions i represents a vowel sound. N 

hy—somewhat like sh in should, but less sibilant, It is more like 
ti in initial N 

y—as in young. JA) 

^w—higher, lighter and quicker than w. 9 

hw—as wh in where. i 

w—as in way. 82 

DOK-YONG Z-MOO. ` 

In this class there is no clear and distinct vowel sound, The 
final sound in the syllables (зг, ts'z, dz, sz and z might be regarded 
as a vowel sound akin to that in the final syllable of able—prolonged, 
but without any I sound, as given by some foreigners, Edkins, Mateer, 
Baller and others represent this sound by i, and would spell—ést, tsi, 
dzi, si and zi, Others insist that there is no true vowel sound in the 
syllables represented, and that there is only a pgolonged sounding of 
sorz, In this book they are written without the final z, which seems 
to be unnecessary and misleading. The syllables represented by m, 
r and ng, have a slight vowel sound before the consonant, this sound 
being much the same as that represented by i in the list mentioned : m 
represents much the same sound as ж in chasm—prolonged : and ag 
is much the same as ng in song: r is an indescribable sound between 
that of the English r and /—or rather a blending of them. We give 
below a Chinese character сые the Ké e described as 
Dok-yong z-moo, 

m— 3 ts t's — Е Ho + rH 
n -M d- 2—9 r— î 
THE FINALS, ` 

The Finals are divided into three classes ; viz.,,— 

1. VowEL ENDINGS, comprising sounds represented by a, e, š, au, 
o, oo, ое, eu, u, ui, ia, iau, and ieu ; also the wén-li ѓе, 

2, NASAL Enpixes, comprising sounds represented by ang; ат, em 
fen, ing, aung, ong, oen, ung, win, and iang, | 

3, ABRUPT VowEL Endings, comprising oe represented by 
ak, ah, eh, ih, auh, ok, oeh, uh, and šak, ` 

The ng sounds ore less distinct than the English ng in song. 


peer "TY 


viii 
Final n is sounded in the combination uin, and then approaches an 
ng sound, but in other combinations does little more than lengthen out 
and impart a nasal quality to the preceding vowel. . 

Final æ and h are not pronounced: they indicate that the precede 
ing vowel is pronounced in a short, abrupt manner. Single vowels 
followed by & retain their long sound,—followed by h are shortened, 

The vowels are sounded as follows :— 

а, ang, ak—a as in father, R N E 

an, ah—a as in mat, E R 

е, en—e as in prey. N 88 

eh—e as in met, Ж 

i, ien—i as in caprice, & . In the combination ien, ie may be 
regarded as a diphthong, the e being lightly sounded, its quality being 
nearly that of e in prey. 

ing, ih—i as in pit, I 

au, aung, auh—aw as in fraud. m H FB 

o—o as in no. J 

ong—o as ou in mourn, or as оо in moon, The true sound seems 


to lie between, or rather, it is a combination of the two English sounds 
in the words given. 34 


ok—o as in mote, [йа 

оо—аз in moon, fy 

ое, оеп, oeh—oe somewhat as in the German Goethe. HA 
eu—somewhat as i in mirth, Wu should be carefully distinguished 


from ir as in зі, Foreigners often mistake by adding an r to the 
vowel sound. N 


ung, uh—u as in sum N 

u—somewhat as oo in foot, but lengthened out. & 

ui—as u in the French vertu. Fj 

uin—ui somewhat like the preceding, but only to be learned from 
a Chinese teacher, 8f 

ia, iang, iak—short i is followed by a as in father. f FF] Hy 

ieu—short i followed by eu, iff 

ie—an occasional sound used in reading wén-li : short i is followed 
by a sound akin to e as in prey. 

TONE SIGNS, 

? to the left of a word indicates the tone to be ?zang-sung. 

° to the right indicates the chui?-sung. 

Final A or k indicate the zeh-sung. 

All other words are in the bing- sung. 
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1101 
257 5995 
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6010—6213 


— 


6189 
749 


zoe? 


sEE6190 
=f 828 
6191 
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*Zu—zung? 31 N . 6214—6263 


6214 Res 6226 ) 6232 | ah 6238 6244 6250 | SBH6256 
297 * AS L 286 737 Ki 952 188 fe 802 
27 62 
— — 6221 | B 957 9283 6239 m 2 " 
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TABLE OF THE RADICALS.” 


1 Stroke. Colloquial : N A f$ ge®-nyung- 
: pauny, H gk N tan- 
1 DN it 2 ge°-nyung (2nd form). 
ne, unity, 
Colloquial: — Ж ih wak. 10 J|; ^m. LA man; the E 
2 | ung. To pass 11 ej 
through, an upright. & T Sales s 
Colloquial: — ih ou. 10 Sch , 
8 Bien, yi 
Y A point, a dot. E? A Hight. tl 
Colloquial : — Sj ih tien, e E ro Е 
4 oth. 3 188 ys 
J A stroke to the left. @ | 14, , mih. 
Colloquial : — M th p'sh. To cover, а cover. N 
5 Zä ih. 15 Y ping. x m 
One, а curve, — cicle, ice. 
Colloquial: H Z A kyah- Colloquial: M St 7k Wiang. 
ih-kuh-ih. oien- Sg. 
6 Zoch, 16 oyi. 
A barb, a crook, * JU 3 3⁄4 
Colloquial: — gy th Leu, Af 17 DOM 
m, . et ih-9zu *yeu— LJ A receptacle, * 
. ce 18 - tan, ` 
J J 1 A knife, sword. f 
lloquial : -t 
2 Strokes. Pacae rE se 
7 — 19 J lih. 
w wo. К |. Strength. x 
8 deu. 20 part. 
=a A cover, a hat, WA Fy To wrap. 4, 
9 zung. 21 орі 
MA A man. “€ E A ladle, a spoon. H 


*As very few Chinese teachers can give the names of all the rad- 
icals, a well known character is added to aid the teavher in giving to 
each radical its proper pronunciation, aud in a number of cases the 
colloquial designation is also given. When written above, the radical is 
designated deu (head); e.g., M “£ gi ts au-2°-denu. When at the side, 
it is designated paung (side); e.g., Ag f yany-2°-paung. The general 
designation is boo; e.g., [FBR "A eu-z?-boo. 


[ 32 J 


88 THE RADICALS. 22—60 


22 Jaung. 
A SS а сазе, 


Tiu To бошой 
Sab Tan, 

A Pir re divine. : 
5; |) Ë err I 


hoen®. 
A cliff. 


28 8. 
ts Selfish, perverse. 
29 yeu. 
Also, again. 


š se S e > Bex 


3 Strokes. 

30 jenu; 

[1 A mouth. 
31 we. 

[Í An inclosure, 
32 %o. 

+2 Earth, 
Colloquial: g + ff tih-°t‘oo- 

paung (a form), 


33 
+ A scholar, & sage. 


wa ë 


a 
34 
A т To follow, a step. iH 
35 ве. | 
A Moving slowly. ZE 
36 dzih. 2 
Evening. IR 
37 das. е 
Great. iX 
38 Onyui. 
tk A woman, a8 
39 °з, 
] A son, child, H 
40 mien. 
FIT ook d 
Colloquial : fii I. un mau”: 0%. 
ee 9 a uf Cpau-ke°« 
ец. 


41 ts‘ung?. 
E An inch. 


49 Sei e 
siau. 

Ah Small. N 
43 vw waung. 

ЖАЛ Lame, weak. šE 
44 8. 
P A corpse. Dr 
45 bse. 

A sprout. fit 

46 san. 

Ш A mountain, hill. mi 


" 444) | | An A streams, 36 


48 kong. 
Я. Labor, a workman. 3 


49 kyi. 
g Self. ёа 
50 kyung. 


A napkin. 


52 ian. 
2. Immature, tender. 
53 ien. 
A roof, shelter, 


54 yung. 
4. To move on, 8l 

kong. 
Joined hands, p 

56 P. yuh. 

A dart. m= 
S 
"f 


En 
E т shield, to oppose, “E 
* 
ni 


67 kong. 
A bow, archery. 


58 kyi?. A pig’s head, 
X. pointed. 
Colloquial: M III wang-san (Ist 
form). 
59 — san, 
L^ Plumage, hair. 
Colloquial: = Man- x ih. 
602 Muli. 
YA A step. . 
Colloquial : t E A saung-ge°- 
nyung, 


61—94 THE RADICALS. x7 34 
327 ⁵⁵⁵ä( LL ee 


Note. This radical is usually pro- 
nounced “te, but Kanghi 


4 Strokes. 3 gives och as the proper sound. 
Die, 
61 d ging. t 
MAD \ |» Тһе heart, ir Bad, vicious. 


79 2и. 
Colloquial: Z Wp ER °zu-sing- 
s conter (2nd and 3rd X To kill, 


80 тоо, ` 
62 P. SIS š 1 * 
2 ndi 81 epi. 
63 e sa e Ж То compare. 
ў 00. a 
H A door. 1 22E Hair wool. 


64 = = ë Osen, 
F 83 92, 
The Bred e и K Family name, 
Colloquial: M F FH Ciaw-°seu- 


84 chi, 
i. | м (2nd form). Я Breath, de 


A branch, a prop, B SK Y Y 2 Y ics 


66 XX a tank to rap. Colloquial : = N К san-?tien 
Colloquial: Ji X Yanvung aa orm). 


67 pin WA Nis кү Fire. ° 
A TAterato re. Colloquial: PIXE Ж e. orien °hoo 


68 M, Dien, (2nd form), 
3L A bushel, a peck, 


о 
87 Л AN (saw, 
69 kyung. 
Jr An axe, а catty, 


{ Claws. 
Colloquial: — їй = 3 th-p'ih 
70 ſuung. 
A square, 


san-°lien (2nd form). 
88 Ороо, | 
71 IL. voo, | 
KK JG Without, not, 
72 zeh, 3 
H The sun, a day, 


Father. 
89 yau, 
36 Crosswise. 
73 yoeh. 
HI To speak. 
74 yoeh. 


"я ziang, 
A couch, a frame. 
91 
The moon, a month, 


p ieu? 
75 Ж mok, f 
Wood, a tree, 


А Ap a slice, 
76 A chien?, 


SS = = ce o X 


¥ 


„ 


92 
d: WA A tooth. 
To owe, deficient, 


93 уем. 
z2 An ох, a cow. 
77 Sta, 
IE 10 yo 


Colloquial: fb ^F fff zia-nyeu- 
pong (Aud form), 
78 
Fy 3 W Defective bones 


94. 9choen, 
RA A dog. 
Colloquial : BRE fine choen- 
paung (2nd form), 


E PORUM 5 = # sx 
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5 Strokes. 


05 „оет, 
= š Sombre, black, m 


эй DE дүү дш" 


Colloquial : 6 E f zia-nyok- 
paung, t zia- 
gl -paung(2nd form.) 


97 
Re A — cucumber, Ёй 
98 R ошо, 
Atile, brick. 


RE 
99 ken, 
H Sweet. Lt 
100 sung. 
AE To Leen live, 55 
101 9 
IH . Gi 
102 dien. - 
A field, at 
CR 
u 


ud DR yi . 


рй. “Roll of cloth, 
Gage) GET WE 


104 nyuh, 
ў Disease, yi 
Colloquial: # r f deih: 
paung. 


ge < Back to back, 


106 buh. 
E in vain, 


RE 8 Skin, bark, 

105 ll. Tal, a platter. 
PE] The eye. 

Wi», id * Dis: halberd, 


111 25 у, 
А dart, an arrow, 


11245 zak, ' 
A stone. 


SS = F = S = S 


95—128 


I — Ji, 2°. A divine 
ДЇ N omen, reveal. 
Colloquial: I & °Vi-i-paung 
(3rd form). M. 3 


пр] Оен. 
A foot-print, EE 


115 
ZK d. Grain, Al 


Colloquial: Ж Ж $9 *oo-mor- 
paung. 
116 och. 

AN A cave, [23 
Colloquial: ЯД yoeh-2°-deu, 
117 lih. 

'To set up. Ji 


MA bt abba at, 


6 Strokes. 


118 tsok, 
Т Bamboo, 
Colloquial : A Ж YA tsok-li-den, 


119 ale “mi. 

x Rice. P 
120 mih, 

A Raw silk. N 


Colloquial: # {Ж CPkau-s-paung. 
Zb feu. 
Pottery. 1 
122 °vaung, 
susc A net. Hi 


Colloquial: [0 * YA s9-:9-deu 
( 2nd form). 


193 yang, 
A sheep. 


124 217] %. 
AA Feathers. 
125 lau. 
FE Old, venerable. 


126 
if š Still, yet, 


127 leo. 
A plough, 


"Rn The ear. 


m 


X mS Go B s= 
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129 ioeh. 
= A pen, a pencil. = 


130 y zok. 
lA] H Flesh. EI 


Colloquial: Py *£ ff nyok-2°- 
paung (ond form), 


131 dzung. 
Fa A statesman. 
132 z^, 
Self, from, 


133 мо; 
35 'To arrive. 
E] eu. 
A mortar. 
135 zeh, 
The tongue, 


136 tsen, 
Opposing. 
137 tseu, 
+} А boat. 
138 unge. 
Perverse. 
139 suh, 
Gi Color, vice, 
140 Ots ал, 
Juli} Grass. 
Colloquial: YA 4 WA ?/s'au-z?- 


deu and HHI nyan®- 
°ts‘au-deu (2nd form). 


141 hoo, 
A tiger, 
142 hive, 
An insect, FF 


Colloquial: A “£ ff dzong-2°- 
paung. 


143 fl. Bood. 

MET To go, travel, do, 
1 K+ Clothes, 
MoT To ove, 


West, 


HH MEE +4 om Hm 


® 


H ж e ox 


7 Strokes. 
147 kyien®, 


| To see, 


148 kyak, 
$8 A horn, corner, 


149 > wien, 
ja Words, to speak. 


1504U kok, 


А A valley. 
күү ж; deu? 
Beans. 
KA ei a 
odz. 
1575 Reptiles, 
o 
Ke B Gratis. 


155 ts‘uh. 
N Naked, flesh color, 


156 Diaen, 
na To Kar Lo до. 


157 E Le The foot, enough, 4f 


Colloquial: I SES tih-tsok- 
paung (2nd form). 


158 sung. 
) 4 The body. Ht 


159 Mui. 
Hi A wheeled carriage, JB 


e a sg a Ss ss we S 


160 sing. 
A Bitter. # 


161 zung, 
Ke Time, 


It 
162 > wak, 
AL Walking. ti 
Colloquial : Z chien- tseu- 
M {8 AME 


M = É; E 35 


Colloquial : fom yeu- nyi- too, 
(2nd form). 

164 yeu. 
Must, wine, mH 


37 
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165 hien. 
N То pluck, sort out. 


166 
IB A li (one-third of E 


mile). 


дй 


8 Strokes. 


107 کے‎ Ka metal, 


4 


Colloquial : @ & f£ zia-kyung- 


paung (2nd form). 


BLA. 


— mung. 
A door, gate. 


E 
in 


170 veu, 
11 n A mound, plenty, 


Colloquial : 
фз vine 


171 
HK те То reach to, attain, 4X 


172 tsoe, 
AÉ Birds, 

1737484 ui. 
Уу Rain. 


Colloquial: BS ER u-. deu. 


174 ing. 
Tj Blue sky, green. 


"3E Wrong, no. 


— — N 
9 Strokes. 
176 mien®. 
Ift The face, 
177 kuh. 
Raw hide, 
17 we. 
gi Leather, 
179 Suen, c 
SE 295. 
180 iung. 
Sound. 


Gel 


Hm tsi? i oh 


wi H Yih, 
A leaf, the head. 


182 fong. 
. Wind. 
183 fi. 
Vo fly. 


"AB zuh, 
d To eat, 


185 °зем, 
D The head. 


REN hyang. 
- Incense, fragrant, 


— — —— 


10 Strokes. 


187 Omo, 
A 129 A horse. 


188 kweh. 
A bone, 


I 
NA 

"m Bet 

122 pX] E. a, 
1934 lih, kuh. 


An urn, 
194 Okwe. 
WA A demon, ghost. 
H Strokes. 
195 
A v^ 


198 A bird. 
WE 
10% ien 
199 жк тү, Wheat, 

о не Hemp. 


165—200 


SAS & B o5 


* = mu o & š SG 8 


R N o 5 


201—2 14 


12 Strokes. 


s: waung. 
Yellow, 
202 su, 


Millet, 
203 huh. 
Black, 
S Dia, 


Embroidery. 
ET 


I3 Strokes. 
205 mung. 
HR A frog. 
206 ting, 
wit A tripod. 


207 Soo, 
RV A drum, 


"B 
A rate 


eo а m 
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14 Strokes. 


209 bis. 
The nose. 


210 dzi, 
HE Even, regular, 


— — — 


I5 Strokes. 
211 "rs. 
Ey Front teeth. 
16 Strokes. 
212 long. 
HE A dragon. 
213 kwe, 


A tortoise, 


ММ Rl Ra 


17 Strokes. 


e ute. 


THE RADICAL ODE. 


When Dr. Mateer was putting his Mandarin Lessons through 
the press, he conceived the idea that a rhyme might be useful in 
learning the meaning and order of the *adicals, It was at his in. 
stigation, and with the benefit of his helpful criticism, that the fol- 
lowing nonsense was petpetrated: in fact, the first stanza was the 
Doctors own production, The ode has been found helpful as a 
mnemonic contrivance, and is printed in Dr. Mateer's Lessons with 
the following note :— 

“The following ode will relieve the student of much labor in 
learning the meaning and order of the radicals, It will serve as a 
continuous ladder, with suggestive and ever-varying rounds, which 
the student can mount with vastly greater ease than he can climb the 
bare pole of arithmetical numbers, Not only is the first acquire- 
ment made easier, but the memory will retain the ode more firmly 
and recall it more readily than it will the bare numbers,” 


HOW TO BEGIN. 
One Stroke. 


Beginning with unity —, just as you ought, 

You next make an upright |, and then make а dot ; 

Make a stroke to the left J, then a curve Z; and a crook f, 
And you’ve summed up the use of one stroke in a book, 


A RIDDLE, 


Two Strokes. 


Two — hats & оп one man A! See, that tramp )L, walking fast, 
Enters A slyly at eight Д, and the limit [] is passed. 

A cov'ring of ice & hides a bench JL and a box LI, 

A sword J] of great strength Jj is wrapped up ^] in old socks, 
A spoon E, in a case [` is concealed T with ten + knives ; 
Divine | what this means, and then ask the old wives 

Why that seal D on the cliff J^, made by some selfish A hoax, 
Should let a conjunction 3 end up the two strokes ! 


[ 39 ] 
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CONSOLATION FOR AN UNFORTUNATE WIDOW. 
* 


Three Strokes, 


Three smacks on the mouth [] ! an enclosure D how sweet ! 
Which earth’s - greatest sage + follows & slowly & to greet. 
This evening &, great XK lady &, your son =f had a fall 

From a roof that was forty-one inches SY too small . 


He is lame JC, not a corpse P, and some sprouts N from 
the hill LW, 


Washed : streams (K by the workmen T. will keep him quite 
still, 


Wrap self N in a napkin th; make shields F for the tender g.; 
Give shelter J^ to orphans ; move &_ on, their defender! 
Joined hands At follow Cupid's dart N, shot from his bow D: 
Eat pig's head A; don plumage E; his footsteps 4 you know. 


SUNDRY REFLECTIONS. 


Four Strokes, 


If your heart i» be once pierced by a spear & as you stand, 


Then the door Jš of eternity’s surely at hand f. p 


When you've mastered this branch 3 of the language, be sure 
You've but tapped & at the portal of literature X. 

Though we measure with bushels >} and catties Т and squares Jj, 
Yet without Jg the sun's H light we could not sell our wares, 
Why speak H of the moon H with such rapture my dove? 

To the shade of the wood As do we owe JR our first love, 

Stop ik, vicious 27 man, kill & not! Deny M not my prayer 
Can life be compared W, with those locks of red hair Œ? 

One’s family name JX is as dear as his breath ; 

Through water 7k and fire JK he'll defend it till death. 

The claws JK of a kitten, my father 4? once said, 

Should never scratch crosswise &, nor climb on a bed 4; 

And a splint Нг twixt the teeth H puts an end to all jokes, 
While an oz 4 and a dog & will end up the four strokes, 


SAD DEATH OF TWO JEWELERS. 


Five Strokes. 


Two sombre ¥ gem I merchants once ate a cucumber Jf: 
They slept on some tiles K, and how sweet H was their slumber! 
But to live ^E was no use Jf; in a field H at their ease, 


41 


Six Strokes, 


Seven 


Eight 


THE RADICAL ODE. 


In dry goods JE rolled up, they were killed by disease J“. 


Back to back ¥ they were laid, dressed in white W,— twas 
their wish,— 


With the skin Bg of the cucumber placed in a dish WI! 


Then an eye H, lance I and dart & were engraved on a stone N, 
As an emblem divine jig of the foot-prints [4 now flown ; 

This stone, midst the grain Ж in a cavernous den X, 

Was erected X to finish five strokes of the pen, 


AN ECCENTRIC OLD STATESMAN. 


„Our bamboo A and rice Ж. silk FR, and erocks f, I am told, 
Our nets , sheep Æ, and quills 4] must be taxed as of old . 
And yet fj we plow 3 on for this fool with long ears HI" 
Stick a pen ҖЕ in his flesh Pj!” cried a boatman with jeers. 
The statesman E himself É] now arrived Æ with a mortar H: 
The tongue that opposed i him he'd smash and make shorter! 
The boat's Ar perverse В, skipper, with red colored (& face, 

He tied up with grass Wi, and dismissed in disgrace. 


But when tigers Д and insects M drew blood , he thought best 


To travel N for clothing & and skip to the west Tü. 


BEWARE OF, THE SERPENT. 
Strokes, 
Seven strokes we now see J, and a horn $4,—fateful word ! 
In the valley $ beans Xj grow, and of pigs X a whole herd; 
Great reptiles & their precious H young offspring are feeding; 
With legs bare and naked Ў a lad walks E unheeding ; 
His foot JE gets a sting and his body y soon dies; 
A coach iji brings his mother: how bitter & her cries ! 
"Tis high time E to run & from a region (& so vile, 
Where wine N plucks Ж its victims for many a mile Hi. 


FLEETING RICHES. 
Strokes, 
Eight strokes ! and now gold , after long E labor gained, 
Doth open the doorway P4 of plenty D attained N. 
But riches, like birds 4£, when the rain W hides the blue M, 
If I am not wrong BE, will fly quickly from you. 
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2 FOOLISH ANGER. 
Nine Strokes. 


Nine strokes on the face jj with a raw-hide Ж or leather &,. 
Or een with a leek AE, will raise sounds # in all weather. 
For leaves A in the wind M. when they fly N far away, 
Don't eat { off your head N, nor burn incense # all day. 


GOOD ADVICE. 
Ten Strokes. 
Ten strokes on a horse ff, with a bone M raised on high M. 
Will wear off his hair E, and soon cause him to shy. 
Don't fight Pl about essences M cooked in an urn , 
Or you'll find yourself doomed with the demons WL to burn, 


FISHING AND HUNTING. ` 
Eleven Strokes. i 
Eleven fresh fish fû and а bird M caught with salt M; 
A deer ffi which eats wheat , tied with hemp Ж, calls a halt, 


GOING TO MARKET. 
Twelve Strokes. 
Twelve yellow W millet & stalks next you will see, 
And black M silk embroidery 28 purchased by me. 


EXPLOIT OF SOME FROGS. 
Thirteen Strokes 
Thirteen little frogs Nl on a tripod WW once sat, 
But jumped on a drum M, when they saw a big rat M. 


RESULT OF A FIGHT, 


Fourteen and Fifteen Strokes. 
Fourteen were the noses Jk, all even Jif in height, 
Fifteen were the teeth M, which were lost in a fight. 


THE DRAGONS END IT. 
Sizteen and Seventeen Strokes, 
Sixteen dragons fff sat on a tortoise Д last June, 
Playing seventeen flutes M; and that winds up my tune. 


